by experts from India and abroad as well as 215 contributed papers (oral and poster) selected after a thorough review by two experts. Technical committee gave preference to young researchers and PhD scholars for oral presentations. A special poster session was held on the facilities for NATs that are used for R&D studies in various countries.
On the last day of the symposium a panel discussion preceded the valedictory function. H. Nitsche (USA) and Prof. M. Ebihara (Japan) gave valuable remarks on various aspects of NATs. Dr. P. Vermaercke (Belgium) and Dr. Sirinart L (Thailand) spoke on the technical contents of NAC-IV. The panel members were pleased for the effective use of NATs in various fields. It was felt that there is a need for continuing with sustained efforts to achieve high standards and quality results, and panel members urged the participants to strive Participants enthusiastically gave their feedback. All participants, particularly research students, were benefited by participating in this international symposium in India as they could get an opportunity to interact with peers and experts from India and overseas, and learn the latest developments in NAC vis-a-vis NATs. IANCAS instituted 12 awards for best poster (8) and oral (4) presentations to young scientists and research students. A five member experts committee evaluated all oral and poster presentations and decided the winners. The winners include Dr. M. Maiti, Ms. Sarayu Kasar, Mr. Sumit Jaiswal, Ms. Chhavi Agarwal, Ms. Satyapriya Sreejith, Ms. Nisha Barot, Ms. Sanhita Chaudhury, Mr. Sumit Kumar, Mr. Vimalnath Nair and Dr. K. K. Swain. Dr. V. Venugopal, Fig. 4 Delegates of NAC-IV (2) Fig. 3 Delegates of NAC-IV (1) Foreword 3 president, IANCAS distributed the award certificates and cash prizes. Our thanks are due to a large number of members from BARC, Mumbai, who contributed for the success of NAC-IV and it is difficult to include all the names. We thank all the members of local organizing committee headed by Dr. P. K. Pujari, Head, Nuclear Chemistry Section, RCD, BARC for their untiring efforts during NAC-IV. We would like to place on record our special thanks to Dr. K. K. Swain and Mr. K. Venkatesh, Analytical Chemistry Division, BARC who have contributed immensely in many ways for the successful organization of NAC-IV. Our special thanks are also due to Dr. 
